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Mad River Valley Planning District

Minutes

September 16, 2010

Present were:

Fayston: Jared Cadwell, Selectman; Chuck Martel, Planning Commissioner

Waitsfield: Bill Parker, Selectman; Steve Shea, Planning Commissioner

Warren: Matt Groom, Selectman; Jim Sanford, Planning Commissioner

MRV Chamber of Commerce: Jim Halavonich

Sugarbush: Jason Lisai

CVRPC: Laurie Emery

MRVPD: Joshua Schwartz

Others: Henry Erikson, Robin Morris, Waitsfield

The minutes of the August 26, 2010 meeting were accepted as written.

Waitsfield Water Project Update: The bids came in at $6.2 million which is about $1.3 million less than anticipated.  Work should start in 2 to 3 weeks.  Henry Erikson is the project manager.  The town received a municipal planning grant to survey residents and businesses about a need for wastewater treatment and will be proceeding with that survey shortly.

MRV Chamber Update: The Chamber will be increasing dues by5% which is the first increase since 2005.  The Chamber will be doing in-house marketing rather than using an outside firm.  This should put more money into marketing. The Chamber budgeted $1,000 toward the MRVPD should things develop in that regard with changes to the MOU.  The Chamber is doing additional outreach and getting new members as a result.  The MRV Chamber and the Lake Champlain Chamber have developed a partnership which should expand the base for outreach.

Executive Director’s Report: J. Schwartz reported on the following activities:

– Mad River Path Assn has an easement with the Golden Lion Inn owners; congratulations to the Path for such good work!  MRVPD received a thank you note from the Path for our support of their work.  The Path will be applying to the MRV Recreation District for administrative support for the next year.  Discussion noted that progress of the Path work has increased dramatically and the Path Assn wants that momentum to continue.  MRVPD will provide a letter of support for the Path to the Rec District for continuation of the administrative funding.

– Mad River Byway: The kiosks and interpretive signs will be installed by the end of the week.  Signage at the General Wait House will be installed once the final coat of paint is put on the building.  The Byway brochure should be printed shortly.

– Valley Futures Network: MRV is partnering with UVM in a service learning course (Community Initiatives) in which the students will learn how community members work together.  The students will focus on the Mad River Path interpretive materials, Mad Bikes research, and the MRV local food market study.  

– Transportation: J. Schwartz will develop a letter to MRV business owners to assist the Chamber in getting financial support for the Mad Bus.

– Energy: A grant proposal was submitted to the VT Community Foundation to develop the MRV energy vision project.  J. Schwartz is also developing relationships with other potential partners and exploring other funding opportunities.  A funding opportunity is available through the AIA’s sustainable design assessment team program to assist the Valley identify methods and design guidelines for appropriately sited, screened and attractive renewable energy installations.

– Rural Resource Commission (CLG): The CLG is assisting Mad River Glen in applying for historic district status.

– Waitsfield Infrastructure: The wastewater committee is making progress on exploring options for decentralized wastewater for the Village and Irasville.  A municipal planning grant is funding the hiring of Stone Environmental to update an existing system survey, evaluate area wastewater needs, evaluate wastewater dispersal capacity, and evaluate wastewater options.

– Recreation: A technical assistance grant application has been submitted to the National Park Service’s Rivers and Trails program to develop a MRV trail collaborative.

– Other: Work continues on coordinating with ANR on  low impact development master planning and bank stabilization/stormwater mitigtion projects in Waitsfield village.  It was noted that because of stabilization projects done by Sugarbush at Clay Brook, Clay Brook will likely be removed from the “impaired waters” list.

– The wildlife habitat corridor project is moving forward.

Public Facilities Grant: The Health Center is applying for funding for their 2nd floor renovation.  Special thanks was given to J. Schwartz for pointing the Health Center toward the grant source.

MRVPD Work Plan: The Planning District should be involved in providing a balanced discussion on the energy issues, including aesthetics, so the public is informed on the issues.  It was suggested that MRVPD sponsor a forum where all the groups could share their views and reach some consensus.

MOU: J. Lisai’s evaluation of the MOU and any changes that should be considered will be provided shortly to the MOU Committee for their review.

The Mad River Marathon being organized for 2011 is being scheduled for July.

Next Meeting: The Steering Committee will meet again October 21, 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Emery

