Mad River Valley Planning District

Steering Committee

NOTES

April 16, 2009
Present were:

Fayston:  Jared Cadwell, Selectman; Chuck Martel, Planning Commissioner
Waitsfield:  Steve Shea, Planning Commissioner
Warren:  
MRV Chamber of Commerce:  Jim Halavonich
Sugarbush:  Jason Lisai, Margo Wade
CVRPC:  Laurie Emery, Steve Gladczuk
MRVPD:  Joshua Schwartz, Caitrin Noel
Others:  Kara Herlihy, Valley Reporter; Will Sawyer and Erin Roche, Center for Rural Studies
There being no quorum, the minutes of the March 19, 2009 meeting were not accepted.  However, discussion on a variety of topics ensued.

Mad River Path has a display at the Chittenden Bank

Home Energy work will include 70 home visits and low cost energy saving measures.

It should be noted that the 2008 Central Vermont Regional Plan includes a housing distribution plan that targets housing unit numbers to accommodate need and future growth by town, and asks towns to look at where the growth in their town could best be accommodated.

FY 2010 Revised MRVPD Work Plan:  The work items and hours have been pared down to 46 hours per week rather than the 75 that was the case in FY 09.  Sugarbush requested that they be able to provide input on the FY 2010 work plan once the data piece has been more fully fleshed out.  There are 9 projects that came out having the most hours.  Those 9 are:  the MOU data project, transportation, Valley Futures Network, grant work for the Town of Warren, Mad River Path, Rural Resource Commission grant work for the Warren town hall project, the energy pilot project, flood insurance and fluvial erosion hazard work for the Town of Waitsfield, and housing issues such as the accessory apartments brochure and the housing distribution plan.  At the March Steering Committee meeting, it was agreed that the priorities are:  data, transportation, byway, Valley Futures Network, Mad River Path, and projects that focus on the 3 towns together rather than spending time organizing specific events.  It was agreed that this is a good time to look at the data that is collected, the analysis, how the data is used and publicized. The data can provide the public with a better picture of the dynamics of the Valley and could lead to who participates in the MRVPD and in what role.
The Executive Director is to decide which meetings are most important and manage his time appropriately focusing on the outcome and next steps rather than attending every meeting of a group or organizing the meetings and agendas.
Waitsfield Water System Update:  The water project is going forward.  The Planning Commission and Board of Selectmen met regarding wastewater, and the select board feels that the Town residents need to be behind it before the board can proceed.  The Planning Commission will look at the feasibility of interim steps to wastewater treatment or smaller scale treatment solutions.
Sugarbush Update:  Sugarbush has withdrawn the phase 1C permit application which is the real estate part of the project, and is also not going forward with phase 1B due to permitting delays, no firm start date, the economy, and financing issues.  They plan to pursue the phase 1B permitting, but not before next spring.  From the Planning District’s perspective, getting applications and having presentations early enough to provide for discussion and timely feedback would be helpful.
Sugarbush will be doing some tree skiing planning and trail work in additional areas at lower elevations and will be working on aesthetics resort-wide and at the golf course.    They are also doing green up projects, recycling of electronics, hazardous waste collection, tire recycling, and are participating in the State’s “WaytoGo” initiative.

Data Project with CRS:  The project will evaluate the data needs, prioritize the data to serve the needs of the 3 towns and Sugarbush, and the other businesses in the Valley.  Where different or more community indicators could be used, CRS will make recommendations.  They will also assist in evaluating what MOU data is useful, what’s relevant and what’s not.  We need to trend what’s happened to date as indicated by the data and look at forecasts for the future.  The other goal is to have an electronic database that is usable, easily updated annually, and is a source of good data.  It might be most helpful to form a small committee to work with the Executive Director and CRS on the details in preparation for a 2009 report on the data.  Volunteers for the committee are:  Jim Halavonich, Chuck Martel, Bill Parker (if he’s available), Jason Lisai, Margo Wade, and Joshua Schwartz.
Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Steering Committee is scheduled for Thursday, May 21.
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