Mad River Valley Planning District

Steering Committee

September 17, 2009
Present were:

Fayston:  Jared Cadwell, Selectman; Chuck Martel, Planning Commissioner
Waitsfield:  Bill Parker, Selectman; Steve Shea, Planning Commissioner
Warren:  Burt Bauchner, Selectman; Jim Sanford, Planning Commissioner
MRV Chamber of Commerce:  Jim Halavonich
Sugarbush:  Jason Lisai

CVRPC:  Laurie Emery
MRVPD:  Joshua Schwartz
Others:  Chip Sawyer, Erin Roche, Center for Rural Studies 
The minutes of the August 20, 2009 Steering Committee were accepted as amended to reflect that the Sugarbush forest management plan is written to be a balance between habitat and recreational opportunities.
Director’s Report:  J. Schwartz reported that more agreements for path easements for the Mad River Path have been secured.  The Path Assn has hired a grant writer and hopes to hire an Executive Director in January 2010.
The UVM Service Learning class is working with the Valley Futures Network on local community initiatives and the kick off meeting on September 16 had 33 participants.  The accessory apartment brochure is completed and being distributed.  The second meeting of the 3 towns’ conservation commissions was held September 17 to discuss the forest wildlife projects and the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s program to assist landowners with conservation opportunities.

ARRA/Stimulus funding/Energy grants:  Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission has been authorized to apply for funding on behalf of Washington County and is looking at doing municipal building audits since those  are not currently funded by any other agency or grants.  The grant will also include the development of the required energy efficiency and conservation strategy/plan.  Towns can also apply for the competitive ARRA funds that are being made available through the VT Department of Public Service.  The VFN energy committees in the Valley are identifying projects in preparation for the towns applying for funds.  Funds are also available for renewable energy projects; combined heat and power, and the bus barn are two projects being considered.  The energy wiki-web based online interactive site is being developed as a source of available energy resources.

MOU/Data Project Report:  C. Sawyer and E. Roche reviewed the contents of the 2008-2009 Mad River Valley Annual Report on the MOU data.  It was acknowledged that on the chart about water quality the rainfall on or before the days tested should be accounted for because of its impact on water quality.  It was also noted that the Sugarbush wastewater flows are million gallons per month and not per day.  It was agreed to discuss the data further and determine what it means, and then proceed to review the MOU and its data requirements to see if amendments are needed.  
It was suggested that we look at the data over the past 5 years without Sugarbush’s data to see if 5 years of utilization has changed because of conservation efforts.  This review would include getting the electrical usage from Green Mountain Power and deducting Sugarbush’s usage from that to see what the trends have been for the last 5 years.
The draft report will be further refined and members are asked to provide comments to J. Schwartz or E. Roche.  The revised draft will be brought back to the Data Committee for a final review and then the final report will be brought to the Steering Committee. The next phase will then be the review of the MOU and the Planning District’s data needs and a discussion re same with the Steering Committee.   In addition, Sugarbush will draft recommendations regarding the MOU for the Steering Committee to discuss.
The database being developed will be something that can be maintained from year to year.  Further refinement to the database will occur once the MOU is reviewed and any changes made.

Three Town Board of Selectmen Meeting:  This annual meeting is scheduled for October 29, 2009.  It was queried whether groups other than funding seekers should be included and should topics other than town appropriations to the groups be discussed.  It was agreed that the members would talk with their select board to see if they want to discuss such things as:  Route 100 paving update, Planning District dues structure, ancient roads, and come back to the Steering Committee in October with their input.  Waitsfield will chair the three town select boards meeting this year.
October Steering Committee Meeting:   The next meeting is scheduled for October 15, 2009 at which time the data will be further reviewed as to trends, etc, and Sugarbush will provide an update on their projects.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Emery
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