Mad River Valley Planning District

Steering Committee

November 19, 2009
Present were:

Fayston:  Jared Cadwell, Selectman; Chuck Martel, Planning Commissioner
Waitsfield:  Steve Shea, Planning Commissioner
Warren:  Jim Sanford, Planning Commissioner
MRV Chamber of Commerce:  Jim Halavonich
Sugarbush:  Margo Wade
CVRPC:  Laurie Emery
MRVPD:  Joshua Schwartz
Others:  Chip Sawyer, Erin Roche, Center for Rural Studies 
The minutes of the October 15, 2009 Steering Committee were accepted as written.
Director’s Report:  J. Schwartz updated the members on various events and activities in which the Planning District is involved, including:  the Kingsbury Farm license agreement between the Town of Warren and the MR Path Assn has been adopted, the transportation enhancement grant for the Whiteside parcel was denied, but it is not known yet why; the Local Communities Initiatives will have its final presentation on December 2; this has been an exciting and valuable effort  working with the Valley Futures Network and Path Assn and on an inventory of renewable energy projects; VT Forest, Parks and Recreation’s release of information about planning for wildlife conservation; and various energy funding opportunities including the ARRA Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block grants through the VT Department of Public Service.  A meeting is scheduled to review the grant requirements on November 24, 6 p.m. at the Waitsfield town office.

FY 2011 MRVPD Budget:  The proposed budget was reviewed highlighting the fact that we’ve had a very active year with a variety of programs in which the Planning District Executive Director has been involved and about which the 3 towns recognize the value.  Unfortunately, that level of commitment can’t be maintained without increasing the dues paid by each town and Sugarbush.  The proposed budget has a dues increase of 10% which is the first dues increase in 8 years.  There was a substantial carryover from FY 09 to FY 10 because there was no staff for nearly 4 months and it was impossible to do planning for growth and development without a staff person.  The dues as recommended would increase from $19,100 to $21,010.  The budget includes a modest 4% salary increase for the director since there was no increase given this year.  The Executive Director will be taking the data project powerpoint to boards of selectmen during December to show case the result and the value of analyzing the data that we collect annually.  After further discussion, it was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the FY 2011 budget as presented and to move forward with the presentation to the town boards.  
2009 Data Report:  Chip Sawyer and Erin Roche of the UVM Center for Rural Studies presented the final report analyzing the data and made recommendations for changes to the MOU.  It was discussed and agreed that the changes to the MOU should reflect current and anticipated MRV interests.  The MRVPD data is now set up with the ability to easily add each year’s data and produce charts to show the trends.  The data committee reviewed the report prepared by CRS and members are in concurrence with the recommendations on the MOU and appreciate the data being organized and the analysis done.  The MOU recommendations will be discussed in detail at the December Steering Committee meeting and with Sugarbush.  Thanks were expressed to CRS, the data committee, and MRVPD staff for the excellent work on this project.
Briefly, the recommendations to amend the MOU include getting data from Mad River Glen, having 3 Wednesdays and 3 Saturdays for ski area monitoring days including the holiday periods, not collecting data for the towns outside of the 4 Valley towns, consider whether it’s necessary to collect data on where children of Sugarbush employees attend school since it doesn’t seem relevant and Sugarbush provides the data on where their employees live, collect quarterly data for sales tax and meals and rooms rather than monthly, and change the sentence about “Sugarbush’s development activities and impacts from development” to Sugarbush’s activities and impacts from “other” development, growth, etc in the Valley so it’s inclusive of what future data needs there might be.

Tri Town Board of Selectmen Meeting:  Thanks were expressed to Waitsfield for hosting the meeting.  It will be Warren’s turn in 2010 which includes taking the minutes of the meeting.  The boards continue to find this venue for annual budget requests from other organizations to be productive and timely.

Next Meeting of the Steering Committee:  December 17, 2009 at 7 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Emery
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