Mad River Valley Planning District

Steering Committee Meeting

Agenda for Meeting of 

August 20, 2009
7:00 P.M.

General Wait House

Accept Minutes of 6/18/09 Steering Committee meeting

I. Director’s Report

II. Old Business
III. New Business
A. Vermont Council on Rural Development’s Community Visit Program (Sarah Waring & Paul Costello)
B. Sugarbush Annual Data Report (Margo Wade)
C. Sugarbush Act 250 Application - Tree Skiing, Forest Improvements, & Forest Management Plan (Margo Wade)
IV. Upcoming Events & Items of Interest
A. Central Vermont Regional Energy Network Meeting | 8.27 | Montpelier City Hall:  This regional energy network meeting is the 4th in a series designed to provide an opportunity for representatives from local town energy committees, town energy coordinators, and other interested individuals to discuss local and regional efforts to promote energy efficiency and renewable energy.  The meeting will focus on what communities can do to promote community renewables, a brief introduction to the clean energy assessment district bill passed by the Vermont Legislature, and a chance for town energy coordinators/committees to share on what they have been working. For more info contact Clare Rock (229-0389) at clarerock@cvregion.com. 

B. Floodplain Map Workshop | 9/16 | CVRPC Offices, Montpelier:  The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission is hosting this workshop at 2 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. at 29 Main Street, Montpelier.  The workshop will cover the DFIRM maps (digitized flood maps) and any implications resulting from flood zone boundary changes. Discussion will also focus on the flood hazard area regulations that need to be updated to continue to meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The State’s River Management Program (Ned Swanberg, ned.swanberg@state.vt.us) is looking to review flood hazard area bylaws by March 2010. For more information contact Chris Walsh (229.0389) at walsh@cvregion.com. 

C. VIT Training: Managing Stormwater Through Low Impact Development (LID) Techniques | 9/17 | Vermont Interactive Training Sites: This evening workshop is designed for all local officials involved in land use planning and regulation. The training will provide an overview of LID principles, suggestions on how to design innovative stormwater systems using LID, and lessons on Vermont’s only stormwater utility (South Burlington). For more information contact Jessica Hill (info@vlct.org) at 229-9111.

D. Municipal Planning Grants: Grant program has been put on hold due to fiscal changes.
E. 2009 VLCT Town Fair | 10/1 | Barre Municipal Auditorium: This year, the 2009 VLCT Town Fair returns to the Barre Municipal Civic Center with a theme of “Local Officials: Vermont’s Super Heroes.” Come for the Local Government Dinner in full super-hero (or villain) costume, learn from the workshops on topics pertinent to your office tasks, compete with and against other local officials at the golf outing. Most importantly, attend the VLCT annual meeting to discuss and vote on the 2010 municipal policy, the document that guides your advocates during next year’s legislative session. For more information contact Jessica Hill (info@vlct.org) at 229-9111.
F. Lecture: The Future of Food in a World of Peak Oil | 10/21  UVM Student Center:: This free lecture is presented by the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and is led by Paul Roberts, author of The End of Food. The End of Food presents a clear, stark vision of the future and helps us prepare to make the decisions – personal and global – we must make to ensure we develop the capacity to produce food that is safe, nourishing, and adequate to meet the appetites of a rapidly growing population while facing the prospect of running out of oil. Mr. Roberts will discuss the importance of choosing sustainably-produced food and other solutions for addressing these complex problems. For more info visit: http://learn.uvm.edu/aiken/. 

G. 8th Annual Vermont Renewable Energy Conference & Expo | 10/28-29 | Sheraton Conference Center, Burlington: Vermont’s largest renewable energy event includes workshops on solar, wind, biofuels, geothermal, biomass and hydro, exhibits from the state’s leading renewable energy companies, and more. For more info visit www.revermont.org. 
V. Next Steering Committee Meeting – September 17th
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