Mad River Valley Planning District

Steering Committee

Minutes

March 13, 2008

Present were:

Fayston:  Jared Cadwell, Selectman; Chuck Martel, Planning Commissioner

Waitsfield:  Steve Shea, Planning Commissioner

Warren:  Burt Bauchner, Selectman; Jim Sanford, Planning Commissioner

MRV Chamber of Commerce:  Dave Dion, Jim Halavonich
Sugarbush:  

CVRPC:  Laurie Emery
MRVPD:  Linda Lloyd

The minutes of the February 21, 2008 meeting were accepted as written.

Director’s Report:  L. Lloyd reported that J. Lisai stated that Sugarbush will be ready to discuss the MOU in April.
L. Lloyd will be submitting the Byway grant application to purchase the “Top Gas” property in Warren.  This parcel includes 50 acres on which part of the Mad River Path will be and will make the connection from the Warren School to the Riverside Park.  The grant request is for $108,000 with Warren providing an additional $15,000 to leverage the grant funds.  

The Kingsbury bridge on Route 100 will be replaced in the near future (2012) and the existing Truss bridge will then be available for the Town of Warren, or the other Valley towns, to use as a bridge for the Path should it be needed or for some other project.  The hope is to keep this bridge in use in the Valley.

The Mad River Path Association representatives met with one of the Town attorneys regarding Path easements.  The attorney doesn’t want towns to grant easements across town property because there’s no precedent for this.  The attorney believes that the Towns should hold the Path easements across private land and then license the Path Association to administer the Path.  It was suggested, during discussion, that the Planning District could form a land trust that would then hold the easements, but not manage the Path.  The attorney would probably not agree to this idea because there is no guarantee that the entity would continue to exist.  It was agreed that the Planning District should get a second opinion on the easement issue.
The Kingsbury Farm project is proceeding.
The Valley Futures Network is moving along.  They have requested that the Planning District match the Center for Whole Communities grant of $2500.  The funds would be held by CWC until sufficient funding is in hand and a budget has been developed for a project or projects.  The VFN is holding a VFN Steering Committee meeting March 14.

Ensuing discussion raised the issues of whether the Planning District can afford to provide $2500 and whether this then sets the precedent for other groups to ask for funds.  It’s recognized that the VFN initiative was started by the Planning District, but that historically has been the role of the District with the organizations then running on their own.  VFN wants to hold a retreat-type meeting in order to further flesh out their mission and goals.  It was agreed that the Planning District doesn’t have sufficient funds to provide this kind of funding to organizations and only has carry over at the moment because the administrative assistant part time position in the budget was not filled.  Funds need to be available for the three town selectmen’s meeting, as well as other small projects that may be initiated by the Planning District.  It was suggested that we re-visit the VFN funding request when they have a budget and specific projects identified.
The “Mad Bike” project that is being developed as a result of the VFN initiative is also seeking funds and has a budget of $7,500 for which they need funding for bikes and bike racks and promoting biking.  It was suggested that this would be more appropriate for Recreation District funding.  MRVPD doesn’t have the resources to fund these projects.

The Planning District is willing to provide assistance to groups with grant writing for project funds, but doesn’t usually have funds to actually fund projects.  The Planning District is willing to have staff put time into assisting with grant applications and provide some in-kind match of staff time for projects, but the District cannot be the direct funding source.
It was stated that the Planning District is encouraged to challenge how things are done and continue with the sharing among the three Towns because it’s valuable and productive and is an important part of the Planning District’s mission.

Development of the Valley Constables Association is moving forward.  All of the constables in the Valley will be attending training sessions as a result of the work and encouragement of P. Laskowski.

Search Committee:  Seven candidates have applied for the position of Executive Director; 5 of them will be scheduled for interviews.

CLG Grants:  The Town of Warren was awarded a $10,000 grant from the Division for Historic Preservation to provide handicap access to the Warren Town Hall.  In the years since the Planning District formed the Rural Resource Certified Local Government (CLG), $145,130 in Historic Preservation grants have been awarded to the Valley Towns.
The next meeting of the MRVPD Steering Committee is scheduled for April 17, 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Emery

